Wcgs news 

VolXIV Mo 10-11-12 October, November & December 2003 

Stressf ulTimes.-Hurricanelsabel - the OLF 

Good News - New Lighthouse on Water Front 



Genealogists Lose Good Friend 

John Henry Oden, III, died Wednesday, July 23, 2003 at the Beaufort County Hospital. 
John Henry Oden, III, 55 of 14905 U. S. 264 East died Wednesday July 23, 2003 at the Beaufort County 
Hospital in Washington, N. C. His funeral service was held at 2:00 P.M. Friday July 25, 2003, in the chapel of 
Hillside Funeral Service with Rev. Curtis White officiating. Burial followed in Oakdale Cemetery. 

Mr. Oden was born on April 26, 1948 in Beaufort County, and was the son of Vera Gettys Oden and the 
late John Henry Oden, Jr., who preceded him. in death on November 30, 1991. He was U. S. Postal Carrier 
with the Bath Post Office, number of the Bath Tri-centennial Commission, Bath Historic Commission, 
Historic Bath Foundation and co-authored articles for the N. C. Genealogy Society Journal. He also served as 
past president of the Beaufort County Genealogical Society, North Carolina Genealogical Society, and editor 
of the Pamteco Tracings journal of the Beaufort County Genealogical Society. 

On July 3, 1988 he married Janice Sawyer. Survivors include his wife; Janice Sawyer Oden, his mother 
Vera Gettys Oden of Pinetown, N. C, two sisters; Lynda Oden of Pinetown, N. C, Elizabeth "Betsy" Oden 
Boxer and her husband Mark of Spartanburg, S. C, and one brother Dale Oden of Pinetown, N. C, his aunt 
Elizabeth Oden Elliott of Pinetown, N. C„ two nephews Stephen Oden and John David Oden and one niece 
Laura Oden; his mother-in-law Joyce Patrick Sawyer of Rocky Hock, N. C, two brother-in-laws David Sawyer 
and his wife Mary of Rocky Hock, N. C. and Bill Sawyer of Raleigh, N. C, two sister-in-laws Brenda S. Harrell 
and her husband Louis of Tyner, N. C, and Mary Sawyer of Edenton, N. C. 

The family suggests that memorial contributions be made to the Beaufort County Genealogical Society P. 
O. Box 1089 Washington, N. C. 27889.Arrangements by Hillside Funeral Service, 975-4500. 

Ed Note: All of us benefitted from John's outstanding work; from just knowing John - he will be sorely 
missed, yet he leaves behind a tremendous work for generations to come. 



Book Review 

Battle of Plymouth, North Carolina - April 17-20, 1864 The Last Confederate Victory - Juanita ' 
Patience Moss 

This account of the battle of Plymouth is of interest to me as I research my family history. With 
relatives born before the battle at Plymouth, my curiosity has been peaked to discover what their life was 
like during that era and if they had.participated in the war. I was especially interested in chapter four, the 
"contraband" problem because the surnames I am researching are not among the fifty-eight u f ree persons of 
color" listed in 1860 census. 

It is a great book on the history of the town, the battle and the courage of the men who fought and 
were imprisoned. By; Terrace Fagan Mitchell - Lawrenceville, Georgia 
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MOTICE: 

Under and by virtue of a judgment of the Superior Court rendered at June Term, 1916 th suit entitled 
Harriet Davis, against Hinton Darden and others, the undersigned Commissioners will divide into lots and sell 
at public sale, on the premises at Mackey's Ferry, North Carolina, at 1:00 o'clock, P.M. on July 20 th 1916, that 
property, lots and houses owned by the late Isom Darden. It being the property conveyed to him by B. F. 
Halsey as will appear by deed registered in Washington County in Book 42 page 495. Said land containing 
about one (1) acre and being on the public road at Mackey's Ferry, adjoining the lands of W. H. Oliver, Chas. 
DeShields and others. Th is the 15 " day of June, 1916. H. B. Parker, Jr., W. M. Bond, Jr.; Commissioners 
(Roanoke Beacon 30 June 1916 Page ?) 

AD ME5T RAT OR*5 MOTl CE 

Having qualified as administrator of the estate of J. W. Mizell, deceased, notice is hereby given to all 
those indebted to the estate to make immediate settlement. Those having claims against the same will 
present them to me at Roper, N. C. wi thin one year from this date, or this notice will be pleaded in bar of 
their recovery. 

This May 5 th 1916. N. B. Mizell, Administrator. (Roanoke Beacon 30 June 1916 Page ?) 
FROM OUR MAILBOX: 

Vernon L. Everett, Jr., writes: Re: WCGS News - 3rd Qtr (2003) - page 21 - Downing Cemetery: The 
birth and death dates for William Downing are incorrect. William Downing married Harriet Harrison Sept. 
1837. Harriet was the daughter of Aaron T Harrison and Sally Jones. Downing died arch 5, 1843. Harriet and 
William had two sons, James H. and Robert W., who are buried there. 

Harriet Harrison Downing b. Oct. 28, 1809, d. Feb. 7 1865, married Hosea S. Saylord, b. March 20, 1817, 
d. Dec. 21, 1888. Harriet and Hosea S. Gaylord had one child, Sarah Ann Moses Saylord, b. 15 May 1848, d. 7 
June 1920. Sarah married George Whitfield Lewis, son of Samuel and Caroline Lewis, 31 Dec. 1867. George is 
shown as G. N. Lewis in survey. 

William Downing was the son of Stephen and Elizabeth Downing. 

The farm was known as the Lewis Place in later years as it was owned by Herbert L. Lewis who married 
Claud Chesson. Most of the people in the cemetery were related. 

I found an error on a tombstone that will top the 20 years on Herbert Chesson's 30 years. I researched 
the Wiley-Foley Hopkins family and I can prove Frances Wiley Foley died in 1856. 

Hopkins Cemetery 

Skinnersville Township, S R 1170 f rom Holly Neck Road, SR 1136 

1 . Hopkins, Jordan Dec. 12, 1812 - Nov. 4, 1886 

Parents: John and Zilphia Hopkins; Wives: (sisters) Louisa Wiley, Elizabeth Wiley 

2. Foley, Frances E. Aug. 1818 - July 5, 1886 (1856) 47 yrs. 11 mo. 1 day; Parents: Thomas Wiley and 
Sarah " Sally" Leary Husband: John Foley 

3. Hopkins, Thomas - unmarked grave - Aug. 1, 1862 - Feb. 24, 1937 -Parents: Jordan Hopkins and 
Louisa Wiley; Wife: Laura Wilson Foley 

4. Small flat stone - H. L F. 

Foley, Harrison Lee Apr. 1871 - Died 1880-1900 
Parents: Staten Wilson Foley and Margaret Sarah Hopkins 

5. Hopkins, Louisa Feb. 28, 1856 - Mar. 10, 1923 unmarked grave; 
Parents, Jordan Hopkins and Louisa Wiley 
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6. Hopkins, Srady Irwin Feb. 1, 1911 -Aug. 1, 1915 -unmarked grave 

Parents: Thomas Hopkins and Laura Wilson Foley 
There are thought to be many more unmarked graves here. 

Local Lady Dies at age of 100+ 

PLYMOUTH Leone Arps Riddle, 100 years, 7 months, died peacefully in the Washington County Hospital 
on Oct. 1, 2003. She lived at home until the day before her death. Mrs. Riddle was the daughter of Bina 
Everett Arps and Joseph Madison Arps of Plymouth, she was married to Arch Jesse Riddle Sr., a f ormer 
Plymouth mayor; who preceded her in death in 1960. Mrs. Riddle was very active in the Plymouth United 
Methodist Church as a Sunday school teacher and a member of the United Methodist Women. She was also a 
member of the Washington County Hospital Auxiliary. She is survived by her daughter, Betty Riddle Barnhill 
of Raleigh and her husband James Barnhill; a son, Arch Jesse Riddle Jr. of Plymouth and his wife, Mary 
Frances, Martin Riddle, and Sue Riddle Allen of Plymouth and her husband, Leon R. Allen Sr.; eight 
grandchildren; and 14 great- grandchildren. The family received friends Oct. 3, 2003, from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at 
Horner-Walker Funeral Home. The funeral service was conducted Saturday, Oct. 4, 2003, at 11 a.m. at the 
Plymouth United Methodist Church with the Rev. Terry Williams officiating. Burial followed at Hillside 
Memorial Gardens. In lieu of flowers, please make memorial gifts to Plymouth United Methodist Church, 
corner of 109 E. Third St. and Adams Street, Plymouth, NC 27962. Horner-Walker Funeral . 

From Our Mailbox; 

Member (Sienna Amateis shares interesting material on our Roanoke River Lighthouses - the following was 
accompanied by this note from her: Shirleyan, with Plymouth's historic connection to the lighthouse thought 
this might interest your readers. Sienna 

bear Editor: 

Recently I was in Washington, DC, and spent some time at the National Archives researching my great 
grand- father Thomas Clifton, Keeper of the Roanoke River Lighthouse for thirty-two years. 

Thomas Clifton was appointed Keeper December 18, 1866. His son Samuel served as his assistant on two 
separate occasions. His son William Benjamin Clifton served at lighthouse stations in Maryland and New York 
before transferring to Roanoke, to become assistant to his father. He received his permanent appointment as 
Keeper when Thomas resigned February 28, 1899. William Benjamin's first assistant was his brother John 
Thomas Clifton who served until May 16, 1903. John Thomas became keeper of a lighthouse on the Virginia 
coast. Walter C. Cox succeeded him and later, Joseph W. Cooper. 1 

The material enclosed, when combined, is probably a complete list of keepers and assistant keepers of 
the Roanoke River station from it's post Civil War construction until 1903. 1 am also enclosing a copy of the 
inspector's report regarding the fire that destroyed the Roanoke lighthouse in 1885. 2 It is an interesting 
read! 

My research continues, Respectfully yours, Sienna Ange Amateis 1600 W. Green Tree Rd., #108 
Milwaukee, WI, 53209 



1 RG 26, M1373, Registers of Lighthouse Keepers, 1845-1912, Roll 3; RG 26, Box 154, NC31, E38, Lighthouse Service. 5th 
Dist., General Correspondence, Letter Bks.1297; 

2 RG 26, Letter Box 621, part 3, Records of U.S. Coast Guard Lighthouse Service, 5th Dist. Inspectors Reports, July 
1884-June 1885; 
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Queries: 

Sienna also included a query: 

Seek name of mother of Samuel Clifton, b. 28 Nov 1845, Washington Co, NC, son of Thomas Clifton Jr. 
and first wife; m. Alwilda "Willie" Spruill 6 Feb 1867; died in Beaufort Co., bur. Oakdale Cem., Washington. 
Desire to contact descendants or other relatives. 
Cullifer 

Josephine Sapp of South Carolina requests information on the following: 
Benjamin Franklin Cullifer, Bertie Co. - b. 1 May 1904 - d. 10 Dec. 1971 

James Thomas Cullif er (Martin Co) - b 22 April 1876 - d. 5 Feb. 1929 (or James Henry Dawson Cullifer) 
Hannah Bell Burkett - b. 24 April 1882 - d. 14 March 1953 
Joseph Thomas Cullif er (Martin) b. 30 Aug. 1852 - d. 1 Dec. 1891 

Sarah Elizabeth Gilbert - b. 4 May 1843 - d. 15 Feb 1908 (later married Francis Bazemore after death of 
#4) 

Henry Dawson Cullipher (Martin) 1825? - Elizabeth Harris - 23 Sept 1826 
Reply to: WCSS, Box 567, Plymouth or by email to: phelps@qotricounty.com. 

New Publication: 

Beaufort County Genealogical Society (BCSS) announces publication of: Beaufort County, North Carolina, 
Deed Book 1, 1696-1729 - Records of Bath County, North Carolina by Allen Hart Norris. Hard cover, 224 p9s. 
Indexed. Order from BCAS, P. 0. Box 1089, Washington NC 27889-1089; $ 25 postpaid. 
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Office of Light House Inspector 

Fifth District 
Baltimore, Mb., April 8 th , 1885 

The Chairman of 

The Light House Board. 

Sir: 

I have the honor to submit the following report of the circumstances attending the destruction of 
the Light Station at Roanoke River, N.C. by fire on the 21 st of March, 1885. 

The origin of the fire was a spark blown under the shingles of the roof from the funnel of the 
kitchen stove. It was first discovered about 2:30 P.M. a half hour after the fire in the stove had been 
lighted. Hard wood was used as fuel in the stove, cypress for kindling and no shavings nor any unusual 
combustible was employed. The keeper and the assistant keeper were both present at the station and (P. 
966) occupied I the kitchen which was on the east side of the building. 

The wind which was light, was from the eastward and thus all smoke was blown away from the 
windows on that side. The attention of the keepers was first arrested by the sound of something falling in 
the room overhead and, on opening the door leading to the stairway, the fact of the dwelling being on fire 
was discovered by the smoke in the upper story, the keepers statement, corroborated by the assistant, is 
that they immediately went up to the lantern, carrying two of the four hand grenades which were hanging in 
the oil room, and through the door under the balustrade to the roof. At that time about one square yard of 
the roof near the funnel was in flames, the first grenade was not thrown with sufficient force, and did not 
break The second was broken against (p.968) the balustrade and its contents running over the fire on the 
roof completely extinguishing it. 

The keeper then descended to. the room over the kitchen into which smoke was issuing through the 
door of store closet under the eaves. They took with them the remaining two hand grenades from the oil- 
room, and the three buckets of water which were kept on hand there. 

On opening the door of the closet the burst of flame and smoke is said of have been so sudden and 
violent that the keeper was knocked down and was helped out by the assistant. The hand grenades and water 
were thrown in but with no apparent result. No further efforts were made to extinguish the fire, which 
immediately spread to the oil room close by and rendered further delay in leaving the station dangerous. The 
dwelling was completely destroyed. The four comer and center piles are (p. 990)standing and together with 
the diagonal bracing are apparently intact. Of the public property nothing was saved except the two boats 
and their fittings. One boat is a little scorched, but is not materially damaged, the other is unimpared. 

The illuminating apparatus could have been saved had no effort been made to save the house. It is 
possible that the house might have been saved, had the keepers approached the fire in the store closet 
through the roof. There is no possibility of the fore having originated through spontaneous combustion as all 
possible sources of that were at some distance from the point at which the fire broke out. The funnel of the 
kitchen stove had been cleaned one week previous to the date of the fire. There was no private property 
saved, the keepers losing everything. 

Very respectfully, 

R. D. Evans, (?Comdr. U.L.H. L. H. Keepers?). 

(Transcribed by Shirleyan Beacham Phelps from photocopies contributed to WC&S by Sienna Amateis.) 
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From the editor: 

Efforts are still ongoing to stop the proposed 
Outlying Landing Field (OLF) from being located on 
prime farm land in close proximity to Pocosin Lakes 
National Wildlife Refuge. Families whose ancestors 
helped settle the area are faced with the possible loss 
of their homes, lands, livelihood. If you want to know 
more, research online or contact the editor at address 
at right. 

. After the final decision was announced re the 
OLF on 18 th August, we were hit by Isabel on 18 th 
September - Washington County folks suffered 
tremendous loss of property. Many folks from all across 
the US came to help us -including Samaritan's Purse 
which sat up operations at First Baptist Church on the 
corner of Washington and Third Streets - and 
volunteers arrived by the van load to help remove 
debris, downed tree and to help clear the way for the 
restoration of services. 

We are grateful for all the help - which is 
ongoing - and for the support of individuals and groups 
who have worked so hard over the past two years to 
prevent the OLF from being located here. In our opinion, 
and that of the majority of folk who have spoken out or 
written letters, all of eastern North Carolina will suffer 
if this becomes fact. At risk are about 50,000 acres of 
lands. That is just the beginning. 

We need everyone who has an interest in 
Washington County's past, present and future to stand 
up now - speak out - we need for the president to 
intervene before it is too late. 



Washington County Genealogical Society 
Box 567 Plymouth NC 27962-0567 

Shirleyan Beacham Phelps 

President 2002-04 
(phelps@gotricounty.com)) 
Virginia C Haire, First VP 
Virginia Hollowell, Second VP 
Barbara Modlin Revels • 
Recording Secretary 
Loretta H. Phelps, Corresponding Secretory 
Fred Davenport, Treasurer 
Meetings: Third Sunday 
1 st Month each Quarter 
(Except when meeting falls on holiday) 
US 64 W - Plymouth NC 27962 
Membership fees: $15 Individual $18 Family 

Queries & Family Data for inclusion in 
WCGS News Welcomed, subject to editing. 
Washington County Cemeteries - Vol. I (Plymouth 
Township) Vol. II (Lees Mill Township) and III - 
Scuppernong - still available at $1 7 + $3 s/h. 
In Plymouth: 
WCGS publications available 
at 

Tru-Value/Raclio Shack 
US 64 West 



NO OLF IN WASHINGTON COUNTY! 
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